01162 


1964/07/02 



M:WJJorden;a*n 


CONFI^TL 


IAL 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: July 2, 1964 


SUBJECT: 


/ 


participants: Gcv- S. Aver ell 

General Paul Harking 
Anb. Llewellyn S, 

Mr. Mike Forrestal 
Hr. William Jorden 

COPIES TO: 


DEPAP' T *L , ii’W.r p- n im * ^ J 

^ A/^DC/ifR i 

IS-/IIED BY p, IE p 

EDSuor XDSCJSZT. DATE j 

To^AUTH. REASON ( S j 

^t'OESI; EXISTING. KASEINGS □ I 

^CLACSIPTSDg: EELEASASLEia j 


release Ds;:r-;;n 

- w.» 

pa or foe e:::;aitici;,3 


General Harkins , r e c ently returned from Viet-Ham, «u a 
luncheon guest in Govern or Barrimsa's office an Thursday. July 2 
1964. The luncheon lasted from 12;30 p.uu to 1:20 p.m. * 

The eein points covered in General Harkins* ceeanents were: 

1. There has been a notable fnprrnu mauL in the situation 
in Viet-Haa. Harkins believes the situation nee has returned to 
about the level prevailing one year ago. Me noted a serious 
deterioration as a result of the two coups but feels the setbacks 
have noe been overcoee. 


encouraging, 
the fact that 
far nore 
fighting against 
the provinces 
nee bonds of 


in the new situation whieh he found 
cited Improved morale among GVH forces, 
Vietn ame se are accepting advice from Americans 
* *® d GVh units are now engaged in frequent ni ght 
the Viet Cbng. He said that U.S. advisers in 
were of high quality and that they were establishing 
c nnftd gucg with their Vietnamese counterparts. 
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3. HayMM haft ft fair ly Low opinion of General Minh, 
thinks he is weak end indecisive. Described him as "just 
sitting around" and not able to make up his mind what to do. 
Also, as feeling sorry for himself. Says arrest of the 
other generals (Kia» Don, Dish, etc.) *a* a blow to Hlnh . 
n«dr->»« said he had long been trying toeacaurage Minh to 
get set late country and to tue his prestige in the 
iB teres t efthe CVH cause. Said he waa glad to hear that 
Minh Is now beginning to get out. 


of 


4* on tile generals* Harkins .admitted that the arrest 
, Set, etc. was badl. for morale. Said the. wives of 
felt the B.S. had .let then dawn and had done little to 

ft thdr release. He regarded Its as . the brightwt of 

the group and thought headghthave been infl u e n c ed by the 
P r^ yh , ' Doubted Dsn anything. Said he 

understood Gener al Dinh. bad bccoso an alco h olic. Thought 
it beet if these general s could be assigned abroad. 

4 ? ' -r 1 

■ -r-- .. a. . VS 

Haskins has 
his energetic an 
r't 


a high opinion of SsnsrC l PMhh. Finds 
... .J Thinks: he should get fcill baek- 
who could doaswell. Believes 






v.: . r .:v 

,v 


of the 

de^ly divided among 
thousand factions". He 

the civilians 


d. 

niU?« 

themselves sad that these were . a 
could See no useful or hopeful 

gaddmi tuted jthe use of indiscriminate 

tmxx mx : by the Viet Ceng. . Said he was surprised to see this 
teehni^pte being used against, women, and childr en. Could not 
shy the VC were wing these tactics because it was 
alienating the population. Hoted that ouch of the terror 
was aimed at civilian officials in the villages and districts 

g. Harkins said the montegnerd were being resettled 
on a large scale. He used the figure 500,000. Had no 
knowledge of any mass defections on the part of the hill 


tribes. 
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tribe*. Spoke of the moatagaard as a useful asset, par- 
ti c ul a r ly in cross-border operations. 

9. Basklss footed the Viet Cong had the potential 
for splitting Vi efc-Ba* in the Qturag Hgai or other hi ghland 
sreae.'- Said chi* wu tooett T. ng President Diets had always 
worried about. Ada&tted It might he done by a naas intru- 
sion «£ forces from forth Viat-Kam but said that would be 
a d if f erent war. 

10. Harkins agreed with Khtsh*# trier that large-scale 
attacks on the Berth should sot be att e m pted until the 
situation was under better control is the South. Said 
E tumh wants first to develop e secure base for operations, 
starting with the provinces around Saigon. He did not have 
the resources to do both — strengthen his hone base and hit 
the Horth on a large scale. 

-U. Beskina spake approvingly, however, of snail hit- j 

and-nm raids am. specif le target* im Barth Viet-ta. He - 
said tfcie effort waa bigiimlugee pay off* Said that tew ' 

trained earlier for this effort were nearly worthless— 
poor morale, poor quality leadership. He said the whole 
program had been revamped and that a strenuous retraining 
•f fert had been eazrtoi eofc. Be thought the present resources 
vere abie, vell-iwd, *ad had high necala* , 

11* Harkins raid there wee -me quick easyaxutwer ta the 
Vjet-Bso grab 1 am. He said it was going to be a long, hard 
fight. Said that we moat learn patience and be willing to 
aecept, as the Caw m yn la ta axe, that we ace In for a long 
t®*gb itisggU far did theca are noshesrt-cttta. 
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